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Looking Back

Q&A on the news
By Bill Steiden
Cox Newspapers

Why are tornadoes
concentrated in U.S.?

Q:

The U.S. evidently leads
the world in the number of
tornadoes each year. Are there
any other countries that experience tornados? What are they
and how do they rank in the number of occurrences compared to
the U.S.?
The U.S. east of the Rocky
Mountains, where cold, dry
air from the mountains meets the
warm, humid climate of the Gulf
of Mexico, is indeed the world’s
tornado central, with an average
of about 1,200 observed twisters a
year.
But tornadoes can cover a
broad swath of the globe, and do.
For example, German researcher
Nikolai Dotzek determined there
are about 170 confirmed tornado
sightings in Europe each year,
many of them in the lowlands of
Belgium, France, the Netherlands
and Germany on and near the
North Sea.
That’s one-seventh the U.S.
rate, though the land area is also
smaller.
The Encyclopedia Britannica
says tornadoes are most common
between 20 degrees and 60
degrees latitude north and south
of the equator — anywhere in
which strong thunderstorms
develop amid the clash of warm
and cold air.
In the Northern Hemisphere,
that ranges from the Yucatan
Peninsula to the center of
Hudson Bay, while in the south,
it’s a region extending from
southern Brazil to Tierra del
Fuego.

A:

Q:

Every congressional bill has
a driver behind it. Who
were the drivers behind the digital TV bill?
The primary sponsors of
the Digital Television
Transition and Public Safety Act
of 2005 were Sen. Daniel Inouye
(D-Hawaii) and then-Sen. Ted
Stevens (R-Alaska). The final pas-

A:

sage of the law came as part of a
budget bill sponsored by Sen.
Judd Gregg (R-N.H.).
The main, stated goal of the
legislation was to force TV broadcasters to shift to digital service,
freeing up a prime spectrum of
the public airwaves for use by
public safety agencies, which were
seeking frequencies that would
allow them to more easily communicate with one another.
But the conversion carries a
price: Millions of U.S. households
still have analog televisions that
pick up broadcasts over antenna,
as opposed to cable or satellite
transmission, and will need to
either replace their sets or buy
converter boxes to translate the
digital signal.
The bill sought to subsidize the
cost by allocating some $3 billion
to be raised by auctioning another
section of the freed-up spectrum
to companies seeking more bandwidth for broadband services. It
set a Feb. 17, 2009, deadline for
the conversion. But earlier this
year, the Obama administration
said funding for the conversion
was inadequate, and the deadline
was extended to June 12.

1. DEAD AND GONE, by Charlaine
Harris. (Ace, $25.95.)
Sookie Stackhouse searches for the
killer of a werepanther.
2. THE 8TH CONFESSION, by James
Patterson and Maxine Paetro. (Little,
Brown, $27.99.)
Detective Lindsay Boxer and the
Women’s Murder Club investigate a
pair of killings.
3. PYGMY, by Chuck Palahniuk.
(Doubleday, $24.95.)
Terrorists from a totalitarian country
enter the Midwest disguised as
exchange students in this satire.
4. FIRST FAMILY, by David Baldacci.
(Grand Central, $27.99.)
Former Secret Service agents, now
P.I.’s, search for a child abducted
from a party at Camp David.
5. TEA TIME FOR THE TRADITIONALLY BUILT, by Alexander McCall Smith.
(Pantheon, $23.95.)
The 10th novel in the No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency series.
6. JUST TAKE MY HEART, by Mary
Higgins Clark. (Simon & Schuster,
$25.95.)
An assistant prosecutor who has had
a heart transplant discovers that her
life is at risk.
7. SUMMER ON BLOSSOM STREET,
by Debbie Macomber. (Mira,
$24.95.)
More stories of life and love from a
Seattle knitting class.
8. THE HOST, by Stephenie Meyer.
(Little, Brown, $25.99.)
Aliens have taken control of the minds
and bodies of most humans, but one
woman won’t surrender.
9. LOVER AVENGED, by J.R. Ward.
(New American Library, $24.95.)
A vampire ally hides his mixed blood;
Book 7 of the Black Dagger
Brotherhood series.
10. THE LEGEND OF SIGURD AND
GUDRUN, by J.R.R. Tolkien. Edited by
Christopher Tolkien. (Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt, $26.)

Non-fiction
1. LIBERTY AND TYRANNY, by Mark
R. Levin. (Threshold Editions, $25.)
A conservative manifesto from a talkshow host and president of
Landmark Legal Foundation.
2. ALWAYS LOOKING UP, by Michael
J. Fox. (Hyperion, $25.99.)
Fox’s last 10 years; his struggles with
Parkinson’s disease and his work as
an activist through his foundation.
3. RESILIENCE, by Elizabeth
Edwards. (Broadway, $22.95.)
Dealing with life’s challenges, including cancer and her husband’s infidelity.
4. OUTLIERS, by Malcolm Gladwell.
(Little, Brown, $27.99.)
Why some people succeed it has to
do with luck and opportunity from
the author of “Blink.”
5. THE GIRLS FROM AMES, by
Jeffrey Zaslow. (Gotham, $26.)
An enduring friendship among a group
of Midwestern women.

Then and now

Today in History
Associated Press

Eagle archives

Longtime Lenox auto dealer Len H. Bull constructed and opened this 18,700-square-foot garage on
4.6 acres at the corner of Housatonic Street and Route 7 in 1969. The dealership (by then Byron
Chevrolet) closed in 1981 and the property was twice proposed at town meetings in 1984 for a new
town garage. It failed to get the two-thirds vote for passage. E. Caligari & Son hardware dealers in
Great Barrington bought it for $450,000 in 1985 for the hardware store it still is today.

Q:

Given the emphasis on frequent hand washing due to
the H1N1 virus, how important is
it for the water to be hot when
washing your hands?
Here’s what the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration
says: “Hot water that is comfortable for washing hands is not hot
enough to kill bacteria. The body
oils on your hands hold soils and
bacteria, so hot or warm, soapy
water is more effective than cold,
soapy water at removing those
oily soils and the bacteria in
them.”
But note that water, whether
hot or cold, does little good if you
don’t use it to do a thorough
scrubbing.

A:

Do you have a question about the
news? We’ll try to get an answer. Call
404-222-2002 or e-mail bsteiden@ajc.com (include your name
and city). Sorry, individual responses are not possible.
Cox Newspapers

Bestsellers
Fiction
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6. LOSING MUM AND PUP, by
Christopher Buckley. (Twelve,
$24.99.)
A memoir of the lives and deaths of
the author’s parents, Patricia and
William F. Buckley.
7. THE END OF OVEREATING, by
David A. Kessler. (Rodale, $25.95.)
How eating sugar, fat and salt affects
our minds and bodies and encourages overindulgence.
8. PRETTY IN PLAID, by Jen Lancaster. (New American Library, $24.95.)
A humorous look at her early years
from the author of “Bitter Is the New
Black” and “Such a Pretty Fat.”
9. A-ROD, by Selena Roberts.
(Harper, $26.99.)
The life and career of the Yankees
third baseman, by the writer who
broke the story of his use of performance-enhancing substances.
10. COLUMBINE, by Dave Cullen.
(Twelve, $26.99.)
A full account of the Columbine massacre 10 years later.

Miscellaneous
1. ACT LIKE A LADY, THINK LIKE A
MAN, by Steve Harvey with Denene
Millner. (Amistad/HarperCollins,
$23.99.)
Relationship tips from the comedian
and host of “The Steve Harvey
Morning Show.”
2. THE G-FREE DIET, by Elisabeth
Hasselbeck. (Center Street,
$24.99.)
Advice for living without gluten, from a
television host who suffers from celiac disease.
3. MASTER YOUR METABOLISM, by
Jillian Michaels with Mariska van
Aalst. (Crown, $26.)
A plan for removing toxins and rebalancing hormones to lose weight, by a
trainer and coach from “The Biggest
4. THE LAST LECTURE, by Randy
Pausch with Jeffrey Zaslow. (Hyperion,
$21.95.)
Thoughts on “seizing every moment”
from Pausch, a Carnegie Mellon professor who died of cancer at 47.
5. 10-10-10, by Suzy Welch.
(Scribner, $24.)
Evaluating decisions based on how
they will affect your life in 10 minutes, 10 months and 10 years.
6. THE SECRET, by Rhonda Byrne.
(Atria/Beyond Words, $23.95.)
The law of attraction as a key to getting what you want.
7. IN PRAISE OF STAY-AT-HOME
MOMS, by Laura Schlessinger.
(Harper/HarperCollins, $25.99.)
Support for mothers, from the radio
talk-show host.
8. MARTHA STEWART’S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CRAFTS, by Martha
Stewart and editors of Martha
Stewart Living. (Potter Craft, $35.)
More than 30 techniques for crafters
of all skill levels.
9. THE DEEN FAMILY COOKBOOK,
by Paula Deen with Melissa Clark.
(Simon & Schuster, $26.)
Recipes from the extended Deen clan.
New York Times

Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff

Today is Sunday, May 24, the
144th day of 2009. There are 221
days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On May 24, 1844, Samuel F.B.
Morse transmitted the message,
“What hath God wrought” from
Washington to Baltimore as he
formally opened America’s first
telegraph line.
On this date:
In 1819, Queen Victoria was
born in London.
In 1883, the Brooklyn Bridge,
linking Brooklyn and Manhattan,
was dedicated by President
Chester Alan Arthur and New
York Gov. Grover Cleveland, and
opened to traffic.
In 1941, the German battleship
Bismarck sank the British dreadnought Hood.
In 1959, former U.S. Secretary
of State John Foster Dulles died in
Washington, D.C., at age 71.
In 1962, astronaut Scott
Carpenter became the second
American to orbit the Earth as he
flew aboard Aurora 7.
In 1976, Britain and France
opened trans-Atlantic Concorde
supersonic transport service to
Washington.
In 1977, in a surprise move, the
Kremlin ousted Soviet President
Nikolai Podgorny from the Communist Politburo.
In 1980, Iran rejected a call by
the World Court in The Hague to
release the American hostages.
In 2001, 23 people died when
the floor of a Jerusalem wedding
hall collapsed beneath dancing
guests in a horrifying scene captured on video.
Ten years ago: A sharply divided
Supreme Court ruled, 5-4, that
schools can be sued when officials
fail to stop students from sexually
harassing each other.
Five years ago: President
George W. Bush sought to reassure Americans in a prime-time
address that he had a plan to pull
Iraq out of the violence and chaos
that had marked the year since he
declared an end to major combat.
One year ago: Comedy performer and director Dick Martin
of TV’s “Laugh-In” fame died in
Santa Monica, Calif., at age 86.

Epic tennis match brought to life
Reviewed by Chris Carlson
Berkshire Eagle Staff

The best sports stories are not
about box scores, but about the
human spirit.
Tennis, a sport that’s entirely
about the individual, is awash in
universal themes. In “A Terrible
Splendor,” author Marshall Jon
Fisher taps into a geyser of them.
In providing a historical
account of the 1937 five-set tennis
match between American Don
Budge and German Baron
Gottfried von Cramm, Fisher hits
on a nonfiction storyline that
would make a screenwriter
squeal.
The match, played during the
Davis Cup and on the cusp of
World War II, pitted America
against Germany. More than that,
though, it pitted a homely
American, brought up on public
courts and obsessed with jazz
records, against a handsome, aristocratic German.
The German was a poor representative of the Nazi regime,
however. Along with his aristocratic nature, which the Nazis
abhorred, von Cramm was homosexual, which the Nazis liked less.
He was sympathetic to those
being sent to concentration camps
in Germany, an opponent of the
Hitler regime, a man who prized
sportsmanship over all else and
who was under the watchful eye
of Nazi leaders.
While Budge’s workmanlike
and humble rise to become the
world’s best player (not unlike the
Williams sisters today) is plenty
compelling, von Cramm’s personality takes over the book.
His perennial runner-up status,
and the grace with which he handles it, make him the protagonist,
even if his foil doesn’t lie across
the court, but in the form of the
unseen shadow pulling the strings
of war in Germany.
The ability of von Cramm to
shrug off the turmoil of his per-

Book Review
“A Terrible Spendor” by Marshall
Jon Fisher, Crown Publishers,
2009. $25.

sonal life, and perform so heroically against Budge, is a testament to his spirit and will have
even American readers pulling
hard for the German.
Fisher, who lives in The
Berkshires and whose magazine
articles have been published in
The Atlantic and Harper’s, is at
his best making the grounds of
Wimbledon come to life in this
book.
Fisher’s first solo effort — he’s
written books with his father,
David E. Fisher — was published
by Crown Publishing.
Throughout the book, the reader is transported back to when
The Championships were played
in pants, and the true testament
of a man’s greatness was how he
carried himself on the court.
Bad calls were answered by
intentional errors to even the
score, and tea was served on the
sidelines between sets.
The most popular sports stories
appeal to a universal audience,

but here Fisher misses his mark,
spending too much time buried in
tennis play-by-play and losing the
casual reader.
Like the intentional missed
shots of Bill Tilden that he
describes in his book, however,
Fisher appears to know exactly
what he is doing.
In his acknowledgments, he
details his three ideal readers, all
rabid tennis fans. And unlike
movies, which can fast-forward
through the tennis scenes and to
the human drama, a writer’s need
is to provide a detailed account, a
reality that’s likely to turn off a
nonsports crowd.
Among tennis fans, however
casual, Fisher has certainly hit a
winner.
While expertly weaving world
history, the varied backgrounds of
each of the men involved in the
Davis Cup, and the details of
what he considers “the greatest
match ever played,” he keeps the
story moving and the pages turning.
Those who enjoy tennis play-byplay will find the accounts riveting, and Fisher breaks them up
with colorful anecdotes and historical accounts, allowing the
book to read more like a novel
than a book of fiction.
Fisher aids that process by putting imagined dialogues into the
mouths of his characters at various points — always a risky
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proposition — but he is always
conscious to note when he’s doing
so, and he seems to possess such
a grasp of each man’s personality
that the reader inherently trusts
him to do so.
A young tennis fan myself, I
was ignorant of this match until
reading the book, which only
enhanced my enjoyment of it.
Because I witnessed it, I fall
into the camp that considers the
four-hour, 48-minute Wimbledon
final of 2008 between Rafael
Nadal and Roger Federer to be
the finest match ever played.
Reading this book brought back
such feelings that I re-watched it,
played nearly 71 years later on
the same hallowed courts that
Fisher bring to such vibrant life.
It too was filled with human
drama, as emotional an ending as
I have witnessed. The torch was
passed that day, during a competition between close friends, from
Federer, considered a threat to be
named the best ever, to Nadal,
who, barring injury, will someday
climb that podium.
As I watched that epic again, the
thought I found flitting in my head
was that I hope to someday read a
writer’s account of that 2008
match that rivals what Fisher has
done with Budge and von Cramm.
To reach Chris Carlson: ccarlson@berkshireeagle.com

